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New report: Bringing about Curriculum Innovations [PDF] 

For curriculum policy to be conducive to innovation, education policy makers need to assess the 
conditions under which decisions on curriculum are made. Will those with the possibility to influence 
curriculum decision making have also the adequate capacity to support innovation and the 
willingness to do so? Do countries expect curriculum innovations to derive from central or school-
driven processes? What is the role for experts, teachers or parents? A new report by Kiira Kärkkäinen 
discusses how and when central and school-based curriculum decision making are expected to work 
for innovation in education. Based on OECD and UNESCO data, the report suggests that: 

• OECD education systems have different approaches to formal curriculum decision making on a 
continuum between centrally-driven and school-driven innovation. 

• Elements such as instruction time flexibility, teacher autonomy or poor alignment may hinder 
innovation brought about by centralised curriculum. Elements such as standards, high-stakes 
accountability and pre-selection of textbooks can reduce curriculum innovation by schools. 

• Centrally-driven curriculum innovations seem to rely on expert knowledge with consultation 
of practitioners and parents. School-driven curriculum innovations tend to build on 
practitioner knowledge with an indirect influence of experts and parents. 

Please send us your feedback 

• Do you have supporting or conflicting evidence on curriculum decision making and 
educational innovation from your national perspective? 

Other news 

• SPECIAL OFFER until 1 October: Pre-order your copy of The Impact of Arts Education: What 
do We Know? for €14.40 (and save €30.60). 

• Our previous reports Assessment and Innovation in Education and Do Quasi-Markets Foster 
Innovation in Education explore the role of other levers used by decision makers to foster 
innovation in education systems. 

CERI’s Innovation Strategy for Education and Training 

The Innovation Strategy for Education and Training of the OECD Centre of Educational Research and 
Innovation (CERI) explores new approaches to equip people with innovation skills and to support 
radical innovation and continuous improvement in education systems. It includes two strands: 

• Education and skills for innovation 

• Innovation and improvement in education 

The project has contributed to the OECD Innovation Strategy (2010), a major policy initiative offering 
a cross-government approach to help countries capture the economic and social benefits of 
innovation. It also feeds the OECD Skills Strategy (2012), a peer-learning initiative towards improving 
the supply of, anticipating the demand for, and optimising the use of skills in the workforce to 
promote economic growth and social inclusion. 
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